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Addressed: 
Addressed High Commissioner for 
HIGH. COMMISSIONER FOR Palestine. 


Repeated Governor Gyprus How cecee 
PALESTINE. "to Commis 


ssioner P 
Jewish Camps Hoscoose 
Repeated: a UXEEL BRIEP Hoe ccces 
GOVERNOR, 


CYPRUS. 
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TEL BGRAM 


301430 Q4¥0934¥ 9178Nd 


infants and erphans from Cyprus. 

in view of need for discretion 
Public Relations Officers in both 
Voreign and Colonial Offiee will reply 
to enquiries by saying that a certain 


-:aduasafay 


number of infants and other compassionate 
Gases have been moved to Palestine for 
practical end humanitarian reasons, but 
will refuse to give details or to comment 


on numbers. 
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Most of Press enguiries here are 
conserned with future of illegal 
immigrants in Cyprus as a whole. Ia 
reply to enquiries attention will be drawn 
to Mr. Rees-Williams reply in Parliament 
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on/8th February that negotiations are 
preceeding with the United Nations 
Commission to arrange the clearanse of 
the eamps befere our final withdrawal 
from Palestine. 

Zt ean also be revealed that H.M.G 
bave informed the Commission that they 
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the Jewish Agency for the clearance of the 
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The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 


My Reference .£ 8021/4 8/48 London , 3. Wel. 


Your Reference... 


<Oth February, 1948. 
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Ky henn Volen, _ 


I enclose a draft telegr e p 
send to posts concerned regardin he 


aspect of the Cyprus camps. I understand -that 
our Press Department have agreed the line with 
your News Department with the exception of the 
final paragraph. I hope that you will agree 
that there is no objection to mentioning the use 
of the PAN ships; this would be a substantial 


help to the Governor of Cyprus. 


Rennie was enquiring the other day what 
the publicity line wag to be and no doubt he would 
oe glad to see the araft telegram. I told him 
that on the general question of illegal imuigration 
we should maintain our previous attitude that H.M.a. 
were determined to control the traffic so long as 
they remained responsible for the Government of 
Palestine. 


J.G.S. BEITH, LSg. 
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POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


Beirut telegram No. 381 of 24th May to 
Foreign Office, ap 3 4 
g t GEL2/1 349 9fs 


Paragraph 2 line 3:-— for " S. " 3 
"by "Providence" | eps undec)" read 


| Paragraph 2 line 5:- for "[yps | 
is no]" read "there is no" | gps undec. ? there 


COMMUNICATIONS DEPA2TMANT 
26th May, 1928, 
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Cypher/OTP 


POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM BETRU!' TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Houstoun Boswall 
No. $81 D. 1.00 pom. May 24th, 1948, 
May 24th, 1948, Re 215 PeM, May 24th, 1948, 


And also to G.0.C. Palestine, 
Repeated to “Damascus Amman, Beeaeds Jedda, Cairo and* 
ce. 


Q40234 3178Nd 


British Middle Rest urr 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


SECRET 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram NO. 581 of 


May 24th and G.0.C. Palestine, repeated for information 


“Damascus, Amman, Bagdad, Jedda, Cairo apd* British Middle 
Hast Office, 


391440 


*(London only] Please pass to U.K. G.0.C. Palestine, 


OFft [Cairo only) Please pass to British Middle sKest 
tfice* 


SoS. "Providence" (Messageries maritimes) arrived at 
Beirut lay rd with 20 passengers on] A@cerding te 
Master the ship left Mer passengers on 
board (Lebanese ere were 1,200) 
and proceeded d ngers were 
disembarked, la was omitted, 


2o #Lebanese authorities understand that there are 
2,000 more Jews assembled at Marseilles awaiting passage 
grps. undeo. J to Haifa, Lebamese Prime Minister in 
rawing my attention to the foregoing remipded me of the 
&ssurapce that "(grp. undeo. ?there is nO} questien ef 

facilities bein given for Jewish immigration thro 
the port of Haifa” contained in your telegram.No. 414 
to British Middle East Office, That assurance was 
conveyed to the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs 
May 18th as reperted in my telegram No. 362, 


NOQNOT ‘391450 080934 


JIVEAd FHL 40 NOISSIWY3d LNO 


“HLIM AVIWOIHdVEDOLOKd A39NdA04d3s 
38 OL LON - HdVADOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


Se ihat are the facts lease and if the passengers 
were Jews as the Lebanese authorities understand why 
were they allowed to land at Haifa? 


4. ill you or G.0.C. Palestine please reply as 
SOop @8 possible repeating to Amman where this may be 
acted on to-night, 
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(Copies sent oer Office for transmisgion 


to U.K. GQ 
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Palestine ] 


[This telegram ig of particular Secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 
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FROM BETRUT TO FOR“IGN OFFICER, 
GN OFFICE 


Mr, Houstoun Bo sWall, 
381, 


No, D. 1,00 p.m. 24th May 1948, 


2Ath May 1948. R. 2.15 p.m, 24th May 1948, 
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Repeated to: [?gps. omitted] me oe ae 
gs | a Ler ara } 


MOST DODT ATE, 25 MAY 1944 
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Addressed to Forei Office telegram No 381 of 
24th May an 2V.U. Palestine, repeate 
of [? gps, omitted] BLM, 5,0, 


5e5. "Providence" (Me ssageries pepe 
arrived at Beirut may <ord With 20 passengers only, 
According to Master the ship left Marseilles with 950 
passengers On board (Lebanese authorities think that 
here Were 1,200) and ect to Haifa where 
passengers were Customary call at 


2. Lebanese Authorities understand that there are 
2,000 more wid Marseilles aWaiting passage 
(gps, undec, ]" Lebanese Prime Minister in 
the foregoing reminded me of the 

(gp. undec, ? there is ne] question 
& given for Jewish immigration through 
contained in your tele ram No.414 7 
assurance was conveyed fo the es 


Lebanese Minister or Morel gn Affairs May 18th as 
reported in my telegram No,3862, .. - a 
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5, What are the facts please and if the passengers 
Were Jews a& the Lebanese authorities understand 
why were they allowed to land at Haifa? 


4. Will you or G,O,C, Palestine please reply as 


soon as possible repeating to Amman where this may be 
acted on tonight, 
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Repetition of omitted and undecypherable groups being 
obtained, J 
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En Clair POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


7 Houstoun Boswall D. 3.56 p.m. 24th May, 1948 


7 R. 4.41 p. th 1 
94th May, 1948 Bor ile eee are 


MOST DMMEDIATE 
My No. 561 24th. 


Please pass most immediate to G.0.C. Palestine 
as my telegram No. 1. 


Copies of telegram No. 581 from Beirut sent to 
War ob ibe for transsission to G.0.C. Palestine}. 
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The text of this telegram mst first be araphrased if . 
comamigated to persons outside British t Service or 
if transmitted in a oypher system other than 0.7.P. 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the mtherised recipient and not passed an] 


Cypher 


Mr Marriott 
No, 4} 


25th May, 1948. 


Repeated to Beirut 

Damascus 

Cairo | 
Comander-in-Chief Moditerranean 25 WAY 1943 | 


391440 QHY0934 91718Nd 


a) 
avi 
ons 
fac) 
_ 
fas) 
3 
oO 
wo 
I 


Following sent to Amman, My No. 5. 


[Begins ] 


S.S. Providence arrived Haifa a.m. 22nd May, having on 
board 920 Jewish Imbkigrants ex Marseilles, These were 
furnished with individual valid passports 80 per cent of which 
ane en cocunent. P, s proof agains : Port Control and there 

g§ nO known specific argo against passengers of this 
chara: they were permitted entry. This oons ti entry 
of personnel of Military ege under cover of British ection, 
P of Haifa has in consequence been closed for period of 
withdrawal to all inooming passengers other than Goverment and 
service personnel and selected persons, 
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[Ends J 


Foreign Office please pass to Beirut, Damascus and Cairo 
as ny telegrams No. 5. 


{Repeated Most Immediate to Beirut, Damascus and Cairo] 
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WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential ito 
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message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it t 


persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 


(*NoTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad : 
“O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.) 


250340D/May 
From Compal. Date 25,.5,48 gaxecn! 
a BY 3h. Recd, 0148 
SECRE TEX 


To Admiralty, ny 
Info. Ce in Ce Med, 


391440 Q40934 9178Nd 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


For Prodrome, from Marriott, No. 41, 
Pasase repoat to Bviout as my No. 3 Damascus, No 3 
Noe 35 foliow.sz sent to Amman, my No, 5 begins:-= 


-:auasafay 


8.8. PROVIDENCE arrived Haifa A.M. 22nd Mey, having 
on board 920 Jewish Immigrants ex Marseilles, These were 
furnished with individual valid passports 80 per cent of 
which Nansen document. Papers proof against Port Control 
and there being no known specific embargo against passeng= 
ers of this character they were permitted entry. This 
constituting entry of personnel of Military age under 
cover of British protection, Port of Ha fa has in 
consequence boen closed for period of withdrawal to all 
incoming passengers other than Governmont and service 
personnel and selected porsons, Ends, 


250340D 
Advance coples sent to D.C., R.C. 
lst Lord 


ist 8.L.(3) 
V.C.N.S 
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Number 


TELEGRAM FROM 
Sir A. Kirkbride 


"0.392 CONFIDENTIAL 
Dated May 25.1 918 


Received 


in Registry May 27,1948 


Last Paper. 
E6877, 
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References. 
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Next Paper. 


be ig 


PALESTINE 


Jewish immigration into Haifa area 


Azzem Pasha hes protested in the case of the 
Se 8. “Providence™ over the apparent violation of the 
undertaking given not to permit immigration through 
Haifa while Braétdésh troops were in conkrol, 


Reference : Beirut telegram 381 of May 2h 
(B6822/1399/31) 
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Cypher/OTP POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


391440 040934 3178Nd 


FROM AMMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Sir A. Kirkbride D.9.: 
Ne: S62 9-10-p.m.25th May 1948 


25th May 1948 R.11.20. p.m. 25th May 1948 
Repeated te Beirut 
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Palestine. 


beirut telegram Ne: 3 
5.5. Previdence. . nue eae ent 


.. AZzZam Pasha has 

a pret 
g given net te 

through Haifa while Britis 
gt 44) 
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Registry | 7027/1 399/31 | Jewish immigration into Haifa : 5.8, Providence 


TELEGRAM FROM Refers to Haifa telegram 41 of May 
Wr Houston Boswall (B€87971399/31) 


BEIRUT 
No. 388 SECRET In view of the assurance given it is most 
regrettable and has had a deplorable effects 
Dated May 25,198 Hopes that the G.0.C. shall not be allowed on 
Received purely military grounds to undo the marked 
in Resistry | May 27,1948 good whéth has been achieved by H.M. Government'aé 
 policye 
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Next Paper. 
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Jen Hence Srbweh * 
to the SE Pplasinw 
[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be “nen 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed onl. 
Cypher /OTP DIPLOW.TIC DISTRIBUTION 


PRO.« BEIRUT 10 FOREIGN OF FICE 
mre Housioun Boswall 
No.588 D. 9.95 
25th may, 1948 Re. lel 


6 a.m. 26th wiay, 1948 
O p.a. 26th may, 1948 


Repeated to Cairo, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Bagdad, 


Bo aie r 


a 


_iddressed to Foreign Offyce telegram No. 388 may 2oth, 
repeated for information toAairo, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, 


Bagdad, Besi.k.O. 
Haifa telegram No. to you; Steamship Providence. 


In view of the assurance given this is most 
regrettable and has.had a deploreble effect here. 


De wilnister for Foreign .ffairs asked me by 
telephone if I had had any confirmation from Haifa and 
I could only admit the facts. when I told him thatthe 
Port of Haifa would now be closed for the period of 
withdrawal to all incoming passengers with exceptions speci- 
fied, he said thet he proposed to publish that. I have 
since heard closure hag been announced by B.3.0. 


3. as this is not the first time that military 
considerations appear to have over ridden policy (I have 
in mind especielly the surprisingly cudden withdrewal 
at Haifa) wey I respectfully express the hope that the 
G.0.C., whose heavy responsibilities I can fully 

appreciate, shall not be allowed on purely militery grounds 


to undo the very marked good which has been achieved by 


your policy. 


eas 
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»ax.S, 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be |Z 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed only 


Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC DISTRIBUTION ; 


yD, 


FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN CFFICE_ 


Mr. Houstoun Boswall 
No.588 D. 9.56 aon. 26th May, 1948 
S5th May, 1948 Ke 1.10 peu. 26th May, 1948 


RKepesteu to Cairo, Damagcus, Annan, Jedda, Bagdad, 


e 
e..@ e e 


E 7007 


AA 
Addressed to Forei Aver sin! tol No. 885 May 25th, 
repeated for information to Cairo, amascus, Auman, Jedda, 
Bagdad, B.M.E.C. 


39143430 Q40934 9178Nd 


Haifa telegran No.41 €o you: Steamship Providence, 


In view of the essurance given this is most 
regrettable and has had a deplorable effect here. 


2e Minister for Foreign Affairs asked me by 
telephone if I had had any confirmation from Haifa and 
I could only admit the facts. when I told him that the 
Port of Haifa would now be closed for the period of 
Withdrawal to all incoming passengers with exceptions speci- 
fied, he said that he prorosed to publish that. I have 


Since heard closure has deen announced by B..%. 


5. AS this is not the first time thst military 
considerations appear to have over ridden policy (I have 
in aind especially the surprisingly cudden ‘ithdrsvel 
at Haifa) may I respectfully expre-- the hope that the 
G.0.C., whose heavy responsibilities I can fully 

appreciate, shall not be allowed on purely military grounds 
to undo the very marked good which has been achieved by 
your policy. 


k k k 
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NOONO) 


Jewish immigration into Palestine ‘through Haifa. 
a 


In reply to an enquiry from Azzam Pasha, we 
informed him through the British Middle East Office 
ina telegram dated May 6 (£5136/4/31) that the port 
of Haifa would be fully occupied by the process of 
withdrawal as long as we were there and that there 
was no yuestion of facilities being given for Jewish 
immigration through it for practical reasons. This 
telegram was drafted in the Foreign Office in the 
light of repeated statements by War Office 
representatives at inter-departmental meetings to the 
effect that Jewish immigrants should not be allowed to 
impede military withdrawal by using the port of Haifa. 
A copy of the draft telegram to the British Middle 
East Office(No.414)was sent to the war Office for 
concurrence and was duly agreed by them before 
dispatch. 


It seems that there was some misunderstanding 
between the war Office and the 3.0.C. Palestine. 
becapse out of a clear sky we later received notice 
tha t020 Jews had been allowed to land at Haifa by the 
G.O C. on May 22. The G.O.C. then apparently realised 
his mistake and hurriedly closed the port for the 
period of withdrawal to all incoming passengers other 
than Government and Service personnel and selected 
persons. 


The War Office have expressed regret for this 
lfche and have telegraphed for a report from the G.0.C. 
which has not yet been received. Meanwhile we have 
telegraphed to Arab posts that - 


(a) The G.0.C. has now issued a decision that Haifa 
cannot be used for other than official passenger 
traffic during the withdrawal. 


(b) The 9-0.C. has been requested to do all he can 


to prevent Jewish immigration into any part of his 
withdrawal/ 
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~:9DUGL0, 43 


NOQNO) 


withdrawal area and in any case to gee that no 
immigration takes place through the port of Haifa 


(c) A report has been called for on the disembarkation 


of the 920 Jews at Haifa. 
Qs Baie 


= 
31st May 1948. 
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. “Number rash immigration in the Heifs eras, 
Refers to Haifa telegram 41 of May 25 (E6 
As it is 


- have entered 


Suggests — 
aoe May 27,1948 | known pub 
Received 


in Registry May 28,1948 
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ext Paper. 
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GR dg Se Pa Re 


D. 7.45 aem. 28th Mey, 1948. 


27th May, 1948. Re 9.33 am. 28th May, 1948. 


Repeated to Bagdad 
Aman 
Damascus 


( : | . 
any jE .7101 
Jerusalem 


New York U.K. Del. 
Washington 


es cep 9° 


Tid sDI 3 LTH 
RiSTRICT 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 
repeated for information to Bagdad, Auman, Damascus, 
Beirut, Jedda, Jerusalem, U.X.Del. New York, Washington. 


Haifa telegram No. 41. 
Palestine. 


Press announced last night British suthorities had 
closed Haifa port to incoming passenger traffic. This 
morning the press reports denial by Foreign Office 
spokesman that any order hadbsen sent to the British 
Command in Palestine to deny the port to the Jewish 
immigrants and ships. 


26 In view of your telegram No. 414, the contents 
of w.ich have been passed on to the Arabs, I suggest it 
might be desirable to let it be known publicly what, in 
fact, the real position is. It is public knowledge that 
immigrants have in fact entered Palestine through Haifa 
since May 15th. As you are aware the whole issue of 
Haifa is a sore spot with the Arabs. 


‘391440 040934 
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Foreign Office please pass to Jedda, J.K.Del. New York 
and Washinyton as my telegrams Nos. [gp.undec.?70], 41 
and 39 respectively. 


NOONOT 


[Repeated to Jedda. U.K. Del. New York and Washington. ] 
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3914430 QY0934 J178Nd 


end June 1948 R.5.0.pome2nd June 1948 


Please pass following to Admiralty fer al] 
addressees. 


To Admiralty, Commander in Chief Mediterranean, 
SeN.O. Haifa from British Naval Attaché Paris. 
t 


[Begins]. 


Information just received frem Ministere De La 
Marine, Paris, that sloop la Grandiere on passage Far 
Kast to Teulen was diverted yesterday 1st Jume to preceed 
_ to Haifs arriving Thursday Sré@ June. 


2. kear Admiral G.E. Graziani, ex Commander ef 
French Naval Division, extreme Orient, is taking passage 
on Seoard. T.0.0. 021611. 
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yx > ; "OVLdCeRC oe ” gene cent ne ieee . 
{ TELEGRAM FROM of Jewish personnel and stores being allowed to 
ypOir.R. Campbell CAIRO breught ashore at Haifa. Egyptian Prime Minister 
No. asks for explanation since Haifa is supposed to be 
785 still under British Cortrol. 
Dated | Asks for instructions as to how reply should be 
4 Jun 48 framed. 


Received | 


in Registry) 7 Jun 48 
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Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
Y1O/ 


References. 


This paper has been held up pending investigation 
@g the matter by the War Office. The results of 
this investigation are being submitted separately 
in a note but it may be stated briefly here that 
there were two cases of Jewish immigration into 
Haifa during the first few days after the termination 
of the Mandate, - the "Providence" with about 900 
and another ship with about 200. 


-:aQuasafay 


2. As has been pointed out elsewhere the fault 
lies in the liaison between the G.0.C. and the War 
Office. The War Office were confident that he was 
taking measures to prevent any Jewish immigration 
into Haifa port. I do not think there is any use in 
-_ | pretending that this has been anything but an error 


JA How ea and I submit a telegram expressing regret. 
kt. Mf . . 
WO. tu S Arc 


nig, 
i" / 
Lunt ¥ J.G.S. Beith. 


llth June, 1948. 


(Print.) 
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WOO NOT 


Since this telegram was minuted we have had 
another telegram on the same subject from the 
British Myddle East Office conveying a complaint 
from AZzam Pasha. As we now have a number of 
enquiries from Middle East posts about this incident 
it seemed best to await the report promised by the 
War Office and put the whole thing up then to the 
Secretary of State who has asked for an explanation. 


} 
anien | | 2. The War Office have now found that they have | 
| comparatively little information ower and above the | 
i i unsatisfactory telegram in E 7990, and have according- ff 
4 | ly proposed to telegraph for more. I have written | 
| the attached letter explaining exactly what points 
we require information on. 


Su f Quis 


< _-«5..G.3. Beith. 
Rw. Yow 14 \, | i4th June, 1948. | 
MN Q-b Ste Way € 6216 €. 2am 


$2008 F.0.P. 


bo Clair POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir R. Campbell 
No, D. 7.10 ».m. Ath June, 1948, 
3.50 pom. Ath June, 1948. 
( 


Lth {2 192.8. R. 


Repeated to Haifa 
Jerusalem 
Beirut 
Bagdad ) 


Damascus ) Saving 


Addressed to Foreign Office tele 
repeated ror information to Haifa, Jerusalem, Be 
Saving to Bagdad and Damascus, 


ugyptian winistry of foreign Affairs have obtained 
copy af ship's manifest of 5.5, "Providence" which sailed 
from iiarseilles on iiay 15th for Haifa where she 
disembarked 581 men, 349 women, and 50 children all Jews, 
and mostly described on the manifest as Vionists. large 
number of men are said to be of military age, 


2. sgyptian Prime ..inister has personally instructed 
wioistry to seek urgent explanation from His iiajesty's 
Government of why these Jews were allowed to land at a 
port supposed to be still under British control, -vlease 
telegraph how I should reply. 


5. As further evidence of use of Haifa by Jews, 
winistry produced letter from waster of Swedish Ship 
"Sonja" referring to discharge there of cargo destined for 
Tel el Aviv. They claimed to know that cargo consisted 
of WU tons of stores, 

Foreign Office please pass Haifa as my telegran Jo. 1, 


[Repeated to lisifa] 


FFF FR 
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COPY . 


(B 7571/1399/31) FOREIGN OFFICS, S.W.1. 
14th June 1948. 


I understood from Southey this mornin.” you had 
found on investivation that there is littie more information 
available in the War Office about the errival of Jewish immigrants 
in Haifa inmediately after the termination of the mandate. It 
was acreed that you would have to asx for a further report from 
the Middle Bast sni I am therefore writins this letter to xive 
you a basis for your telepran of e@rqniry. 


We have had a toiuber of telewrans fron our representatives 
in the Liddle Bast on this Subject all of them askin what rep y 
they should return to commmications from Arab States or the 
Arab Leazue. Way I draw your attention to the following papers 
(copies of which are enclosed where available): - 


1. Beirut telegran No.430 of dune Sth referrins to a 
picture in the "Illustrated London News". This 
appears to be a different shiv from the "Providence". 
The "Sphere" has a note about an immigrant ship 
called the "Argentina" which may be the Same. 


391340 040934 DIT8Nd 


Cairo telegram No.785 of dime 4th asks for an 
explanation about the "Providence". 


British Middle East Office telegram No.196 of June 
10th reports the gist of an enquiry by Azzam Pasha 
also about the "Providence". 


I think you will agree that the telegram from the 
C in C M.E.L.F 78556/G/(0) C does not give a satisfactory or 
comprehensive explanation of what occurred nor does it go 
bey ond the case of the "Providence". 


The Secretary of State haus asked the Department for 
an explanation of what occurred st Haifa and we should like to 
Submit a report as soon as possible. Any report would however 
have to be based on what you learn from the G.O.CG. and should 
be rrateful if you could ask him to send an immediate reply. 
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Despatched 
IMPORTANT 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No- «-.--- 
of ...- June repeated for information 
Saving to Haifa, Jerusalem, Beirut, 
Wagdad ava Damescus. 

% our telegram No. 785 fof June 4th: 
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bos ) 
Repeat ag ra You should reply to the Egyptian 
Saving: ‘ 


HAIF 


IN THIS 


Z Government by pointing to the measures Ae 

taken as reported in my telegram No. 537 
to Bagdad. You should add that it is _— 
regretted that teed eT CY 
Sam —thenbenninethbenn——el—the—VNendetve- the 


necessary measures for the prevention of 


Jewish immigration had not been put into 
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force when the "Providence" arrived. 


astribution :- 


DEPARTMENTAL 


w 0. ag te 
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Copies to :- 


PALESTINE 
DISTRIBUTION - 


_ 1948 


Fat ‘ 


Ree? \ 8 7698/1399/31 


TELEGRAM FROM 
Mr. Marriott 
No. 


Dated 


Recetved 
in Registry 


Last Paper. 
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References. 
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Next Paper. 


E7902 


E 7G8¢ 
PALESTINE Ld JUN 1948 
Jewish Immigration, 5.8. beac tiensk | 


Refers Cairo telegram No, 785 dated kth June 
(B7571/1399/31) Regarding 8.8. Providence, there is 
nothing to add to Haifa telegram No, 41 (B6877/1399/3* 
Regarding "SONJA" No war-like stores have been landed 
in Haifa since May 1th. 


E acon 


(Minutes.) 
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Cypher/OTP, POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION ~ 
FROM HAT FA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. - 
eo D. 7.05 a.m. 8th June, 1948, 
R, 11,50 a.m, 8th June, 1948,” 


3914340 Q40934 91798Nd 


7th June, 1948,~ 
IMPORTANT, « 
CONFIDENTIAL, ' 
Please pass to Caire as 3 my telegram By . 
Your telegram 1 (785 oe office). 
3.5. “Previdence", There is nething te add t 
ny telegram 5 a te Fereign Office). 


2. SONJA, Ne yea repeat ne) war-like steres 
have been landed in fa since May 14th, 


[Repeated te Caire] 


f ) 
1E 7698 | 
8 JUN 1948 J 
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1949 PALESTINE 12 JUN 1948 J 


Nemnbe? }87902/1399/31 


+ TELEGRAM FROM ' ere Cairo telegram No, 785: dated ath Jans 
| B. M. B. 0. B7571/1399/ 54 Bets out’ main points ef Memorandum 
No. 196 sent bg Azzam Pasha on the subject o . 
ag. ants ex 8. Ss. Prov idence. 

Dated : tate@ that dischatge of Immigrants and arms 
10th June rig@: with the assitance of a British Officer 
Received Hl 2 " 268 
in Registry ‘ 
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Next Paper. 


ETVUO 


eam. June lith, 1948, 
ePem. June llth, 19,8. 


es ee 194.8, 


Repeated te Beirut. 


E7506, 
(12 JUN 1948 J 


IMPORTANT, 
RESTRICTED, 
Addressed te Fereign Office telegram No 


repeated for infermatioen te Beirut, Damascus, Bag 
Jerusalem and Saving te Amman, J and Caire, 


Zo TS ] 
Caire telegram Ne. 785, © waite, >77 


1. Azzam Pasha has sent me a memorandum on the subject 
of arrival of Jewish immigrants in S.8. Providence. 


2. After detailing alleged facts ef arrival ef ships at 
Haifa memerandum adds discharge of cargo ef arms and jam 

was reperted te have been carried cut with the assistance ef 
a British efficer accempanied by Hagana officers, 


3. It goes on te contend that if this is true it 
constitutes a vielation of the neutrality that should be 
ebserved by British authorities at the present juncture and 
states that the British Gevemment had declared they would net 
allew cither arms, provisions, er Jewish immigrants te reach 
(erps.undec. ? frent lines) threugh the pert of Haifa. It 
cencludes by saying that the League ef Arab States hepes te 
be informed ef the true facts of the case, 


4. Memeorandum was accepted without comment and cepy is 
being ferwarded te yeu by bag. 


Dd. Please instruct me ag to reply. 
Fereign Office please pass Haifa as my telegram Ne, 1. 
[Repeated te Haifa. ] 

666 6 6 


grants 
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um clair, POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION, 

FROM HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICER, 
Mr. Marriott. D. 9.25 a.m, 20th June, 1948, 
No, 122 


2122, 
R, 11.14 a.m. 20th June, 1948, 
20th June, 1948, 


Your telegram 113, 

No truth whatsoever in allegation, 

Please repeat to B,M.E.O,, Beirut Damascus, 
Bagdad, Jerusalem, Amman, Jedda and Cairo as my 
telegrams 6, 19, hi, 6, 1 15, 6 and 11 respectively. 


[Repeated as requested, 


Telegram No,115 to Haifa repeated telegram 100 


to Haifa which was a repetition of B 


M.E.O.Cairo 
telegram No,196 of June 10th to F.O. }. 
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| IN| 
PALESTINE 18. JUN 1966 


Registr 
Number | 28498/4 399/31 iilegal Arms for Palestine, 


TELEGRAM FROM Refers B.M.E.0. telegram No, 196 dated 10th June 
Be Me Be Ow (B7902/1 399/31) Has received afurther memorandum 
No. 203 from the Arab League, stating that two vessels one 
flying Panama flag and the other apparently Polish 
Dated arrived at Haifa on June 14th, one carried tanks 
Received 17thnJ une and the other Guns and ammunition destined for the 
in Registry) 18th " Zionists, | 
Arab League expects British authorities t@ prevent 
these cargoes being landed. 
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FROM CAIRO BNE, O, TO FOREIGN OrFICk 
Noe 208 D. 11. 16 a.m 17th June,1945. 
une, 1928. R, 1. 22 p.m. 17th June, 1918. 

Repeated to Haifa 

Beirut 

Damascus 

Bagdad 

Jerusalem 

U.K.Del. New York 

Cairo 


Amman Saving 
Jedda Saving 


TiiMEDIATSE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


am No. 203 of June 
17th repesa f ormation to Haifa, Beirut, Damascus, 


Bagdad, Jerusalem, U.K.Del. New York, Cairo and saving 
to Amman, JeJda. , | 


391450 040934 3178Nd 


a 


G. 
My telegram No. 196 of June 11th: Haifa. 


I have received a further memorandum from Arab League 
stating two vessels one flying Panam flag and the other 
apparently Polish arrived at Haifa on June 14th. (me 
carried tanks and other guns and ammunition destined for 
Zionists. Vessels did not enter pert but stopped short 
in an adjoining quay belonging to I.r.0. Jemorandum 
continues that to allow these vessels to eoter Haifa and 
unload their cargoes constitutes a violation of pledges 
given by British authorities as well as an infringement 
of Security Councils resolution of ilay 29th. "Arab League 
therefore expects British authorities who are still respon- 
sible for porta Haifa would prevent these vessels from 
unloading their cargo and falling of these arms and 
munitions in hands of Zionists". 


‘39!440 0409348 


9. Please instruct me as to reply. idemorandum does not 
stete whether matter has been reported to iledistor. 
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Foreign Office pass Haifa immediate and U.K.Del. 
New York as my telegrams Nos, 2 and 48 respectively. 


[Repeated to Haifa and U.K.Del. New York. ] 
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Addressed to HM. 


B.M.B.0O. telegram No. 293 / of June 17th: 


391330 OY0934 3118Nd 


alleged unloading of arms carrying vessels at 
Haifa_/ 
I assume that there can te no foundation for 


the report communicated by the Arab League. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Please telegravh most urgently the material for 


~iI7Udae, ane 


a reply. 
Sut AacX Jb diner] 
Tae 7 
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- 18 JUN 1948 
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NOTHING TO 


‘3914450 040034 


JIVEAd FHL 40 NOISSIWH3d LNO 


“HLIM ATVIVOITHdYYDOLOKd G39NGON d3zy 
R38 OL LON - HdVHDOLOHG LHD 1YAdOD 


DEPARTMENT AL. 


NOQNO) 


COPIES. 


Palestine 
Distribution. 
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rpher/OTP “PARTIENTAL DISTRIBUTION. 
nfidential. 


FROM FORJIGN 


QYoo34 9178Md 


18th June, 1948. D. 1.16 p.m. 18th June, 1948. 
Repeated to B.M.E.0, No. 646, 
mOST IMMEDIATE. 
CONFIDENTIAL. 
Addressed to Haifa telegram No 


30:14.90 


B.ii,s,0, telegram No, 208 [of June 17th: 


alleged unloading of arms carrying vessels at Haifa]. 


I assume that there can be no foundation for the 
pevore communicated PY the Arab League, Please 
telegraph most urgently the material for a reply. 


C:0 


19989/ 16 
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FROM HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICE JS MWaA BL 


Mr, Marriott, D. 7,02 pem. 18th June,1948. 
No, 112 


[8th June, 1948. 


Repeated to B.M.EH.O. 


Re 8.10 pom. 18th June,19.8. 


MOST TMEDIATE 


Addressed to Foreign Office tele 
ed to B.MH.O. 


oO ey ; OG) > 


Pa f - | ; j | 
Your telegram No.138 of the 18th June, 
No truth whatever. 


Please repeat B.M.H.O. 


[Repeated to B.M.E.0.] 
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oir a De 4.05 pm June 50th, 1068. 
June 80th, 1948. Re 5e15 pome June SOth, 1948. 


Your telegram No. ar ueiied Haifa No. 112 
not uméerstood singe we do not appear te have 
reference. Was it intended for another post? 

[Copy sant to Middle East Secretariat ) 
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D: 11,08 pom. 2nd July, 1948. 


Ond July, 1948. 


Your telegram No. 727. 
Telegram in question referred to report contained 


-:90uaLafay 


in Cairo telegram No, 203 of which it was a denial, 
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Regi Arri an ; 
Noob. 18821 6/1399/34 Val in salestine of Jews Ex 3.8. Providence, 
FROM (Byone/seane telegram No, 196 dated 10th June 

Mr. Troutbeck 99/31) Now encloses copy of the memorandum 


from the Arab League referred to the: 
No. CAIRO the case of the S.. Ppovidence, herein regarding 


Dated 12th June 


ve 
Received 'Sth 


in Registry 


U 
Mast Paper) 


/ (Minutes.) 
t/ 9 inoktubed enuvnés ¢ Can do x 


References watt “hy qo Asriyty 4) The, [aueReck, f 
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} DES ETATS ARAGES 


SECRETARIAT GENERAL 


The British Government also undertook 
to prevent Jewish immigration into Palestine through the 


port of Haifa; 


In bringing the matter to the notice of 
the British Authorities concerned, the League of Arab States 
hopes to be informed of the true facts of the case, 


Cairo, 7th June, 1948. 
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, 

us DES ETATS ARABES 
Le Caire, le — 
‘SECRETARIAT GENERAL 


‘\ OO. LL 


MEMORANDUM 


It has come to the knowledge of the 
League of Arab States that the S/S "Providence" left 
Marseilles on the 15th of May, 1948, carrying arms and 


391440 Q4Y0934 9178Nd 


Jewish immigrants for Palestine. The vessel was making for 
Alexandria, but changed its course in order to escape in- 
spection by the Egyptian Authorities and headed direct 


for Haifa, where it unloaded the consignment of arms sent 


- rdDUaLAS ay 


to the Zionists and the immigrants it carried on board. 
This is reported to have been carried out with the as- 


sistance of a British officer, accompanied by Haganah 


officers. 


If this information is true, permission 


by the British Authorities who are now in control of the 


port of Haifa for the unloading of arms intended for the 


Zionist terrorist gangs and the disembarcation of immigrants 


to join the terrorist ranks, would be a violation of the neu= 


‘301440 040034 
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trality the British Authorities should observe at this criti- 


NOONO) 


cal juncture. 


It will be recalled that the British Gov- 


ernment declared that after the termination of the Mandate, 


they would no longer be responsible for the country except in 


so far as concerns those regions in which British forces would 


be at the time of their evacuation. The British Government also 


declared that they would retain control of Haifa Port for eva- 


cuation purposes only, and that they would not allow either 


arms or provisions to reach the terrorist gangs. 


ofee 


ed 


Lp 


BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFFICE, 
10 SHARIA TOLUMBAT, 
CAIRO. 


% 


L 
P ee 

T2 GeO at 
is JON a 


39'340 QY0934 9178Nd 


telerprasi +O. 3° 

forward vuerev2tir = 

from the --rib "UE Serre tat Goel, 
PECEYVUINS -TiMe “C715 5, Aa POV ene. 


-;aQuasafay 


-netruetions oe 
ON I a 8. AOTC ea 


Nheave Tae 
Waki hae 


‘391450 QY0934 


JIVAd JHL JO NOISSIWH3d LNO 
“HLIM ATIWOIHdDVYDOLOHd 039N004 d3y 


IIE! tebe OO rust). 6F 
Teed ent y GPR iied 


HdVHYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


NOONO1 


POMGLOm Olrriee; 


38 OL LON 


1940 


Re istr 
Number | B8498/1399/34 
TELEGRAM FROM 
Sir. H, Mack 


No. BAGDAD 
684 


22nd June 


Received 
in Registry 25rd June 


- Dated 


ee ee wim met 


Last Paper. 
SINR 


References. 


(Print.) 
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Illegal Arms for Palestine, 


Refers B.M.E.0. telegram to Foreign Office 203 

dated 17th June (B8198/1399/31) Similar protest 

has bes: -eceived from the Iraqi Government regarding 
these:tw. ships which gives further details. 


(Minutes. ) 


See Ef 722 
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Cypher/OTP POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 
FRO: BAGDAD TO rOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir H. Mack. , 
No.684 De. 7-2 Bet. 23rd June, 1948 
29nd June, 1948 Ke 9.10 aem. 23rd June, 1948 


Repeated to 5b....°.. Cairo, Haita, Jerysalem, and 
Saving to Beirut, Damascusf U.K.) L New York, 
Amman and Jedda. 


ae | E 8498 


CONFIDENT AL 
25d 


Addressed to Foreign Ottice tele 
gend, reneated for information to Roi... Cairo, Haifa, 
Jerusalem and Saving to.Beirut, Damascus, U.X.DEL New 
York, Amaan and Jedda. | / 


- cho. 
a & Ea, 
Dewees telegran Yo. to you. 


I have received similar protest from iraqi Govern ent 
Woich gives further details. M"aue of Polish shin is 
unknown. Shin flying Penamanian tlesz wes nawec “Atlania" 
end left Port De Bouc near sfarseilles on the evening of 
June llth, after coming into force of cesse tire order 
which, wemorandum points out, requires all Governzents 
to respect conditions stipulated by M-diator in accord nce 
with Security Council’s decision. s&tlanie is alleged 
to have carried 950 Jewish imaigrants and 2:9 tons of 
eras including machine guns, hand grenad*s, 4,000 shells 
and 12 tons of aortar guns. Polish ship carried srmoured 
cars and other arms and war materials. ..enorandum asks 
that enquiries be made as to action teken by british 
authorities et Haifa with regard to unloading of the above 
cargo and immigrants. .inister for Foreign Afi‘sirs 
in handing ue memorandum said tht the natter had not be n 
reportec to the Medistor. 


ce :lease instruct ae as to reply. 

Foreign Cifice plesse pass to Haita as ay te le gras 
NOede and saving to U.K.p°L New York es ay telegram "o. 
S saving. 


[Repeated to Heiffa ami Seving to U.K. USL New Yorx]. 
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. | Refers te WO tele 
NieTy | B8615/1590/51 | (§8515/1599/351). 


Number 


t FROMWAR OFFICE 
(Mr Leask) to Mr Beith 


Non /28°76( M04) 
Dated 23 Jun 48 


Received 


in Reries 23 Jun 48 


Last Paper 


s49¢ 
References 


Encloses twe telegrams fran C-in-C MELF, stating 
that there is no truth in report that arms and 
immigrants were landed fram s.g VIDENCE with 
help of a British Officer. Th8/Jews who did land 
from this ship were in posseséion of correctly 
visaed pepers. The circumstances of the 32 As 
immigrants who landed from s.a8. GAMPIDOGLIO were: the 
same as those fram the PROVIDENCE. Not is known 
of the s.s. ARGENTINE having called at "A and it 
is suggested that the pictures in the "Sphere" and 
“Illustrated London News" were of the PROVIDENCE. 
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Jewish immigration through the port of Haifa 


after 15th May 


We have been pressing the War Office, on the 
instructions of the Secretary of State, to secure a report 
from the General Officer Commanding at Haifa on this sub ject 
in the light of the many complaints which we have received 
from Arab governments. A letter was sent to the War Office 
on E7571 explaining the points on which we required 
information for the purpose of preparing a reply to the 
Arabs. The War Office have now received telegrams from the 
C.-in-C. Middle East Land Forces from which the following 
picture emerges. 


The SS "Providence", a MessagerieS Maritimes ship, 
left Marseilles with about 950 passengers and arrived at 
Beirut on May 23rd with only 20 passengers. She had 
dropped about 920 Jewish immigrants at Haifa on May 22nd. 


The SS "Campidoglio" landed about 220 immigrants at 
Haifa on May 21, apparently in the same circumstances 
as the SS "Providence". 


According to these Middle East reports, this is the 
Sum total of Jewish immigration into Haifa during the days 
immediately following the termination of the Mandate. It 
has been explained in previous minutes that the fact that 
this immigration was permitted by the British military 
authorities appears to have been due to a lack of liaison 
between the Service authorities in London and the military 
authorities on the spot. The War Office have expressed 
their regret to the Department in discussing this matter; 
@md they recognise that they concurred in the despatch of a 
telegram informing our representatives in Arab countries, in 
reply to an enquiry from AZzam Pasha, that Jewish immigration 
through the port of Haifa would not be permitted during the 
period between the end of the Mandate and the final withdrawal 
of British troops (E5136 ). The War Office were under the 
impression that the G.0.C. would on no account permit such 
immigration and one can only suppose that the whole thing was 
a mistake due to the confusion arising out of the termination 
of the Mandate. In any case, after these two ships had 
landed their passengers, categorical instructions were 
immediately sent to the Commanders in Chief on the sub ject 
and the necessary measures were taken by the G.0.%. at Haifa. 


The Commanders in Chief have reported that there is 
no truth in the allegation that arms and immigrants were 
landed from the SS "Providence" with the assistance of a 
British officer. They also state that the SS "Argentine", 
which formed the subject of pictures in the Illustrated London 
News and the Sphere at the end of May, did not land immigrants 
at Haifa as suggested in those papers. The Commanders in 
Chief suggest that the pictures referred to by 
Mr. Houston BoSwall were of immigrants from the SS "Providence" 


we informed Arab posts on May 26 (telegram No.537 to 
Bagdad) that Haifa port had been formally closed to immigrants 
that a report had been called for on the case of the 
SS "Providence". It now remains to give our representatives 
the substance of the information we have mm secured from the 
War Office and I suggest that this could best be done by 
drafting a reply to the memorandum from the Arab League in 
E8216, which can be circulated for the information of other 
Arab posts. du 


25th June, 1948. /7y, 


‘3914430 0409348 


JIT8Ad JHL 40 NOISSIWY3d LNO 
“HLIMA ATIWILHdVYDOLOHd 039Nd0Y d34 


NOQNO1 


391440 040934 3118Nd 


-:a0uasalay 


38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


iL oe fF th. Anhy £ an raw evencad 


391430 O40934¥ 9178Nd 


aduasafay 


. 


ro] 
m 
(2) 
Oo 
= 
oO 
oO 
nn 
~ 
(2) 
m 


Loe «) 
cm 
+4 Vv 
Pe] 
bao @) 
mo 
2S 
ao 
_— mm 
“no 
”n 
-_- v0 
ox 
zo 
= 
[om @) 
~n" oO 
= 
— »> 
zo 
mx 
ao 
ap 
wo rm 
fo 
~- < 
-O 
x 
| 
T 


NOQNO) 
- HdV4DOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


38 OL LON 


ms~ H,L,E.C, Leask, D,8.0 B, B. » 


TOP acy $a. 2 
” iE 8513 
Peas Sebo, “23 JUN 1948 


We have now received a telegram from the Commande 
in-Chief Middle Bast Land Forces, in reply to our request 
for further information concerning the ships which it was 
alleged had landed Jewish illegal immigrants at HAIFA after 
the termination of the Mandate. 


I have attached a copy of the first telegram we 
received from the Commander-in-Chief Middle East Land Forces, 
explaining circumstances under which the 8S PROVIDENCE 


landed Jewish illegal inmigrants at HAIFA on the 22nd May. 
In the telegram dated 21st June which I have also attached, 
it is stated that there is no truth in the allegation that 
a cargo of amms and immigrants were landed with the 
assistance of e British officer. 


The Commander-in-Chief further states in this 
latest telegram that a total of only 22 immigrants landed 
at HAIFA from the SS CAMPIDOGLIO on t 2ist May, and the 
circumstances of this incident were t Same as those 
reported concerning the immigrants whojlanded from the 


SS PROVIDENCE, 


Apparently Headquarters Britiph Troops in 
Palestine have no knowledge of a ship dad the SS ARGENTINE 
having called at HAIFA and suggest that\the pictures in the 
Sphere and Illustrated London News were pf immigrants from 


the 33 PROVIDENCE. | 
771° 


J.G.S. Beith Esq. fanny hewn 
Eastern Department, 


The Foreign office. 


391440 040938 


391340 Q4Y0934 9178NG 


-;9QuaLalay 


NOONO1 


oO 
Cc 

Ho 
~ 
m 
x 
=x 
”n 
nn 
oO 
=z 
oO 
ma 
Ho 
=x 
my 
v 
Cc 
o 
~ 
(=) 


Dao 
mo 
vo UO 
zm -~< 
oO 2 
o=~- 
CQ 
(om = 
m+ 
ian] 
~o 
no Tie a 
xo 
or, 
4 Oo 
O@ 
oO =z 
> oD 4 
p> V0 
io Tipe a 
x 
— 4 
Q 
> = 
- oO 
io | 
~—< 
o 
zx oO 
—+ @& 
oe 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


. * 
Oo 
8) 
A 


DVANC 


A 
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G in o Molf 
Tho War Office 


IMMEDIATE. 
TOP SECRET. 78556/G(0)C-. 
Ref your 13758(MOk4) of 25 Maye 


ONC e 


Ae The 920 Jows ox SS Providence were cll in poss~ 


ossion of correctly viscacd cnd volid papers, end were therefore 


indistinguishable from bonefide passengerse 
Be 80 per cent of pessports were of the Nanson 


type: issucd to disp reed persons by British Authoritics in 


Gormeny and Italy and by French Authorities in France, 


Gc. ss these immigrants held correct papers they 


There being at the time no 


wero immune from port control. 


specific cmbargo except against Cyprus imaigrantse 


D.  GOC British Tps in Palestine has since ordered 


that until finel withdrawal there will be no entry through 


Yoaifa Port except for Service and Govt personnel and selected 


civilians.» 
Ke CG in C Med hes similarly instructed Compal 


Message Controls 
Distribution by MOL(MO4 for action) 
Copies to:- CIGS 
— VvorIGcs 
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SL Sig: 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
Farrepyl 948 . 


With reference to your telegram No. 196 of 


{June 10th and your despatch of June 12th conveying 


{the contents of a memorandum from the Arab League 


sei tend line 
n the subject of Jewish immigration and of 


jarms into Haifa, I. have to inform you that the 


atter has been investigated and the British 
uthorities on the spot have reported as follows: 
F It is a fact that the s.s. "PROVIDENCE" 
anded about 920 Jews at Haifa on May 22nd and 


hat the s.s. "CAMPIDOGLIO" landed about 220 Jews 


jon the previous day. Immediately after these cases 


ere reportec instructions were sent to the 


British military authorities in the Middle East to 


fthe effect that no immigration should take place 
Jthrough the port of Haifa while British troops were 
fin occupation and that all possible steps should 


be taken to prevent Jewish immigration into any 


bart of the British withdrawal area. 
on Meanwhile, the General Officer Comnanding had 
issued a decision on nis own account that Haifa 
ould not be used for other than official 
passenger traffic during the withdrawal. No 
further immigration has taken pies through the 
port of Haifa and the Britisn military authorities 
ave reported that there is no truth in the 
pRllegation that arms and immigrants were landed fro 
he s.s. "PROVIDEKCE" with the assistance of a 
British officer. 

. I snall be grateful if you will reply to the 
emorandum from the Arab League on the lines of the 
preceding pane eacnae For your information, the 
lisembarkation of phwoenueus from the s.s. 


/"PROVIDENCE" 
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whether At would be profitable to enter into 


. 


further details in correspondence with the Arab 


oy 


League but you are authorised, should you think it 


desirable, to express regret orally, when making 


this communication, at what occurred. 


5. | am Surding Copus 4 ths 
OanatrAn 4 Awhh at A vah 


pots and hvatend nk by 
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INDEXED 


heay Toho 


Please refer to my letter dated 23rd June. 


391330 QY093¥ 9178Nd 


| I have attached a telegram from the 
Commander-—in-Chief, Middle East Lana Forces, which 
is an amendment to a telegram dated 21st June, of 
which a copy has been already forwarded to yOue 


-saquasafay 


It appears, that owing to a clerical error, 
it was stated that only twenty-two Jewish illegal 
immigrants disembarked at HAIFA from the S.S. 
‘CAMPIDOGLIO on the 2ist May, whereas in reality a 
total of two hundred and twenty Jewish illegal immigrants 
landed at HAIFA from this ship. 


| i very much regret having misinformed you 
on this point and I hope it has not caused great 


inconvenience. het al all. We yt fn Crude) meu 
nn trey e front, 4 Pons . Jive 


[earh 


JeGeSe ‘Beith, ESde, nal 
Bastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 


SW. 1e 
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ONE TOME SYSTEM. INDEXEO 
7 Recd. 23 June 48. 


| 4 D.T.0. 231130 B June, 
Irom:- C in C Melf. 3 


To :- War Office, 
- INMEDTATE, 


‘TOP SECRET. 83209 a(o)c. 


@a 


x 
e 


. Ref our 82797 G(o)c F 21 June Para Two. Amendment. 
- Number of immigrants landed from Campidoglio should read 
“two hundred and twenty not twenty two. 

: a , 


Message Control. 


- Distribution by MOk 


 CIGs DMT 

vcigS — DDNMI 

DMO MI2 

DDMO (4) DPR | 

MO1,4(8) Foreign Office - J.G.S. Beith Esq. 
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SS 


FOREIGN OFFICE. 8.W.1 
Gsaly, 191, 8. 


Woe ov 
(EB 8513/1399/31) 
confidential. 


Sir, 


with reference to your telegram Ro. 196 of 10th June 
and your despatch of 12th June conveying the contents of 
a memorandum from the Arab League on the subject of Jewish 
4amigration and the alleged import of arms into Haifa 
I have to inform Your Excellency that the matter has been 
investigated and the British authorities on the spot have 


reported as follows: 


>. It is a fact that the s.s. "PROVIDENCE" landed 
about 920 Jews at Haifa on 2cnd May and that the 8.8. 


“CAMPIDOGLIO” landed about 220 Jews on the previous day. 
Immediately after these cases were reported instructions 
were gent to the British military authorities in the Middle 
Rast to the effect that no immigration should take place 
through the port of Haifa while British trogps were in 
oecupation and that all possible steps should be taken to 


prevent Jewish immigration into any part of the British 
withdrawal area. 


3. Meanwhile, the General Officer Commanding had 
jesued a decision on his own aecount that Haifa could not 
be used for other than official passenger traffic during 
the withdrawal. No further immigration hos taken place 
through the port of Haifa and the British military 
authorities have reported that there is no truth in the 
allegation that arms and immigrants were landed from the 
3.8. PROVIDENCE" with the assistance of a British officer. 


he I shall be grateful if you will Peply to the 
memo randun from the Arab League on the lines of the 
preceding paragraphs. For gyour information, the 
disembarkation of passen cert from the 8-8- tp ROVI DENCE" 
and the 3.3¢6"CAMPIDOGLIO™ appears to e been due to 8 
misunderstanding. I doubt whether 4+ would be profitable 
to enter into further details in correspondence with the 
Arab League but yo: are authorised, ghould you think it 
desirable, to express regret orally, when making this 


communication, at what occurred. 


5 I am gending copies of this despatch to His 
Majesty's Representatives at Arab posts and Washington and 
to Sir Alexander Cadogan. 


with great truth and respect, 
Sir 


3914340 QY09348 3178Nd 


-ld)Ud44, ay 


‘3214450 040938 


Wee as 3HL JO NOISSITWY3d LNO 
ss ATVIVIIHdIYSDOLOHd 039ND08 d38 
L£ LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


NOQNO1 


I am, 
Your gxmelieney's obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State 


ae ay 2 J? y: “yay 


His Excellency, 
Mr. J.M. mroutpeck, BaGeleGe,.. + - - 


etc. ,ctc. ? etc. 
switish Middle East Office, 


Cairo. 
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Le Caire, le Jue 10th, 1948, 


MEMORARDUM. 


Tt has come to the knowledge of the 
League of Arab States that two vessels, one flying the 
Panama Flag and the other apparently that of Poland, arrived 
at an early hour in the morning of Monday, the Lath of June, 
at Haifa. One of the vessels carries tanks and the other guns 
and ammmition, all destined for the Zionists, 


3213430 Q40934 9178Nd 


The vesseld did not enter the port, 
it being under British control, but stopped short at the side 
of an adjoining quay, belonging to the Iraqian Petroleum 


Company (I.P.C.). 


-;a0uasasay 


To allow these two vessels to enter the 
port of Haifa and wmload their cargo constitutes a violation 
of the pledges given by the British sthopities to prevent the 
utilisation of the pert for the admission of Jewith inai grants 
and orus » &8 well as an infringement of the resolution passed 
by the Seeurity Council on the 29th of May, 1948, relating to 
the Cease-Fire Order in Palestine, 


The Arab League, therefore, expects that the British 
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Authorities who are still responsible for the Port of 


NOONO? 


Haifa would prevent these vessels from unloading their cargo 
and the falling of these arms and munitions in the hands of 
the Zionists, 


a 


Last Paper. 


E Souq, 


References. 
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completed. ) 


De 4055 pom. 25th June, 1948. 
Ro 8017 em, 25th June, 1948. 


25th June, 1948, 


i = , 
an a, ee ee 
Eye ae. & 


| ie 
My telegram No,208 and your telegram No, 647. 
ais 


tion contained 
Patiana and Polish ships had 


Note b common cecleae Department: - 
ot ppt No, 647 was repstition of Haifa Ne.113) 
iE 8145 |i s 
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Registry 
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« TELEGRAM FR 
. HATPA (Mr Mare 
‘ No. 136 


Dated 26 Jun 48 


Received | or 
in Registry) 28 Jun 48 
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completed.) 
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PALESTINE 


47 Ba, tel e gem. ‘te Maire Not 
co Melee: te Haifa 167( £8498/ 1399/61 
8 Ship calles "Atlania" in Bagdad telegram | 
0. “Altalena", which did not come near 
| ea = hg dn battle between Haganah 


Naval authori ties have wasted much time in 7 
enquiring inte similar unfeunded reports from Arabs. 


(Minutes.) 


This Shey leo vem (b8en choased up , for rormyone Head 
beowe thet the ALTALENA did nA unload anne at 


aed At 4tud 6 tunuleod Maw af VEL Aviv, 


B.M.2.0. who ncecued Ha aripinal amplaiat fem fh 
Aral lay He Aecear alnad. bile (hermit wses alll 


AGU )lape (€. 8690) baydad Kewl a Sucar 


conplaint fou hr Urequie (6 8498) + olay! 
low Tel: Jo—_Ha 189 by HAIFA aking if flere unre 


badd cw (LL afew « HANEAS deccaf NeHEA 
td: Mul2 wen wt nprabel lb AGRO, | thek 


lrapuc comfplant us wathen t Sultans. 2%. 
|eece Duck vl 28:y; 
Dry Ruts 
caer 
a 


| the with. Cmendmar (a Hoof led oat g 2b 


dy. e2ivie 
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xe telegram No.155 of 26th June 1948 
it16¢@, 


Had. 
to Foreign 
Paragraph 1, line 38:- 
For "(? gps, omitted)" read "caused", 
COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
4th July 1948. 


& st 
‘Sa 1 
is | 


val “39 
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CYPHER/OTP POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION - a 


FROM HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICE - 


ie BR D: 4.13 p.m. 26th June, 198, 


26th June, 1943, « R: 8.15 p.m. 26th June, 198,. 


Repeated to: Bagdad, 
B.M.E, b, (Cairo), 
Jerusalen, L ST 2 5 
Beirut Saving, | 
Damascus Saving, | . 
Aman Saving, 


Jedda Saving, 28 JUN 1848) 


ssed to Fored Office telegram No, 155 of June 26th 
repes ed Bagdad, #.O.(Cairo) and Jerusalem and Saving 
Beirut, Damascus , innan and Jedda, 


Your telegram No, 167, € 3472/74 
23 13 399 [al 
Bagdsd telegram No, 68. Ship t erein called Atlania 
appears bers be Altalena which did not st not) came near 
but [? grps.omtd,] battle be tween gana and I.Z.L. 
and crisis in "Government state of Isreel". 


2. Naval authorities have wasted much time in enquiring 
into similar unfounded reports from Arsb sources, | 


Foreign Office nepest Bagdad, B.M.u.0., Jerusalem 
S my telegrams Nos. 8, 7 and 15 respective ly 


[Repeated to Bagdad, B.u.eu.O, and Jerusalem] 


@aa 
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Next Paper. 


$90, 


fe. 22 D: 5.15 pom, 30th June, 1948, 
h June, 1948, R: 7.46 pom. 30th June, 1948, 


Repeated to: Haifa, 


2 EPrypory 


My telegram No. 19 ete 
ZTE 2 29 f 31 


I assume that statement made in Haifa telegram No,122 
to you as corrected by your 1074 to Cairo refers to the 
allegation that a British officer assisted in the dis- 
embarkation of immigrants and stores, 


I propose therefore answering Arab League's memorandum 
by conveying to them the denial contained in Haifa tele 
No, 122, As regards the request in lest parsgrep 
League's memorandum I suggest I merely give them the 
information contained in st two sentences only of Haifa 
telegram No. 41 to you. 


ae gg 
Please poss 46 Halts as my telegram No. 9, 


[Repeated to Haifa}, 
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(2/47) (14728). Wt 11489144 250m 5/47 G.S.St. 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE Reverenbes 


COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH - NOT TO BE 
REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WI! TH-im 
OUT PERMISSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


D. 201Gepeme 10th July 1948. 
rem No. 219 [of June 50th: 


gre 
case] 
Aweit instructions by beg. 


5 
43 
om 
43 
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Your tele 
"Providerse" 


080888886 


-. Dated 


_ Received — 
. in Registry 
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1348 
es Greenway : 6.12.p,m. Jume 30th, 1948, 
0 e bs 


pad A a ie 3.6. a.h, July lat, 1948. 
Jane S0th, 1948, 


Repeated to United Kingdom Delegatios New York and Cairo, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 72 of June 


SOth, repeated to United Kingdom Delegatios New York and 

Ca Oc Vv Pree | as Las Boz 
Foreign Office telegram No, 1059 [sic] td Cairo. 
Local press reports Panamanias Government has 

issued decree forbidding ships and seroplanes registered 


in Panama from carrying arms aed men of military age to 
Palestine. 


2. Text of decree follows by air mail as soon as 
available. 


3913430 Q4003¥ 9178Nd 


-;a0uaLas ay 


NOONOT ‘391440 040934 


JIVEAd 3HL 40 NOISSIWY3d LNO 


“HLIM ATWOIHdYYDOLOHd 039Nd04 434 
~ HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


398 O1 LON 


dae ree / 
TELEGRAM FROM | ore is ‘duportant that unfounded ptt 3 
BAGDAD (Sir # Mack). of illegal arms should be be lentes. eapit 


0. 
- 755 | conditions in Haifac maife tplegren undée careranse 
Dated 8 J al 48 | does not clarify the case of the Polish ship referred 
| | to in Bagdad telegram 684 st Mana die 
te 1% Jal 48 
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satel UTION, 
TO oT FFICE, 


os H. eran 
7 D. 9,52 p.m, 9th July, 1948. 
y, 1948, R. 11.8 pm 9th July, 1948. 


Repeated to Haifa, BLuik.C., and Saving to Jerusalem; Beirut, 


mascus, Amman and Jedda. 


accxeaged to Fore: Oi .c@ telegram No, 785_ 0! 
. pare Sm tO BLM. J. anc 
me Bay ing to levauia, Beirat, Danascas, Auman 


=— — 739 
Haifa telegram No, 185 te you / v/a 


Despite ghee | of cbteining authentic 
eeteruet ion under press conditions In Haifa I submit 
is important to be able to pony esasiena reports. 
enable me te 


th 
naife 1 i*learen under reference dees ne 
de the case of Polish ship referred te in my 


tele eran 684. 


(arp. undec. ? also] to you, 
Foreign Office pass Haifa as my telegram 11. 


ot eated to Haifa pending de ta 
in structions}? pending departmental 


0:0 
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LE Tab 46 Cop eing sent to H.M, representatives: at 
Recewed ) «+. | APAD posts, a6) Re Washington, and to Sir 
in Registry: Pom a a Jul 46 a r Cadvifan, | 
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BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFFICE, 
10 SHARIA TOLUMBAT, 
CAIRO. 
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21 JUL 1948 


3913430 G4Y0934 9178Nd 


BENT TO DEPT, 
With reference to yvour desrate: Uo. 10 

(E 8513/1399/31) of the %th July, 1913; TI 
have the honour to foryard herewith «a copy 
of memorandum wiieh I heave sent to tne Seeretary 
General of the Arab League in Ponly TO: ks 
Jenorandwi of 7th June, a cory of whiel. was 
Porwarded to you wnder wy des.nieh of the 12th 
June, 


-:aduasafay 


I am sending cories of this desvatel with 
the enclosure to H.I. rerresentitives at tile 
Arab posts and Vashington and to Sir Alexander 
2adoran, 


I have the honour to be witli the 
highest res: est, 
oir, 
Your iost obedient,hwible servant. 
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The ea thecke 


a 


the Rt. Hon. Ernest Revin IVF, 
H.li. Principal Secretary of ‘State for Foreiren Affairs. 
Foreign Office. 
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16th July, 1948. 


The Head of the British Middle East Office 
presents his compliments to the Secretary Gensral 
of the Arab League and has the honour to refer to 
the latter's memorandum of the 7th June, 1948 on 
the subjeat of the arrival at Haifa of the 
8.8. PROVIDENCE. The facte of the case have now 
been eatablished and are as follows : 


26 On the 22nd May the 8.8. Providence 

landed about 920 Jews at Haifa and on the previous 
day the 8.3, Gampidoglio about 220 Jews. Immediately 
after these cases were reported instructions were 
gent to the British military authorities in the 
Middle East to the effeat that no immigration should 
take plece through the port of Haifa while British 
troops were in cecupation and that all possible 

steps should be taken to prevent Jewish immigration 
into any part of the British withdrawal erea, 


3. Meanwhile, the General Officer Commanding 
hed issued a decision on his own account that 

Haifa could not be used for other than official 
passenger traffic during the withdrawal, No further 
immigration took place through the port of Haifa up 
to the time of the withdrawal of British forces and 
the British military authorities have reported that 
there is no truth in the allegation that arms and 
immigrants were landed from the §.S. Providence with 
the assistance of a British Officer. 
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